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A Study on Regional Identity Development Strategies through the Japanese Matsuri
- Focusing on the Sapporo Snow Festival -

Kang, Jun—-Soo

The purpose of this study is to analyze the regional identity and development strategy of the Japanese Matsuri Festival through
the ‘Sapporo Snow Festival’. The ‘Sapporo Snow Festival’ is a festival that stands out for its entertainment, regional economic
revitalization, commercialism, and the voluntary participation of local residents.

Modern festivals have a function of relieving stress and physical and mental fatigue from the daily life of modem people
beyond traditional religious rituals. Modern people satisfy the outburst of inner emotions and cultural desires that they could
not normally express through participation in festivals. This means that modem festivals play a role in satisfying the cultural
consumption and emotional needs of modern people while providing experiences of play, entertainment, and deviance.

The competitiveness of the ‘Sapporo Snow Festival’ lies in the fact that it develops tourism products tailored to the characteristics
of the region by effectively utilizing the local environmental resources, rather than unilaterally imitating other regions’ festivals.
The “Sapporo Snow Festival’ can be said to be a successful festival to experience the sense of community and identity and
pride of local residents while reproducing the local culture and environment as a cultural event.



