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A Study on Transformation of Long—Term Care Insurance in Japan

Chung, Ki-Ryong

The purpose of this study is to clarify the direction of system improvement of long-term care insurance through an analysis
of the transition process of welfare services for the elderly in Japan. It was reaffirmed that the government as well as private
enterprises related to welfare services and local governments need to play their respective roles in order to realize the smooth
elderly welfare services of the long-term care insurance introduced in 2000.

However, as the population aging proceeded faster than expected, demand for long-term care service expanded rapidly and
the financial burden caused by the increase in costs required for the service emerged as a problem. Although several revisions
of long-term care insurance had been made as a countermeasure, this paper pointed out that the following problems still exist
in the operation of the long-term care insurance.

It was as in the following. First, the problem of the scope and limit of long-term care insurance service. Second, the problem
related to the rapid increase in the insurance finance. Third, the problem related to the support for nursing family members.
Fourth, the problem of the role of the local government as the operating entity. As a countermeasure, This paper suggested
solutions not only for long-term care services but also for support for the whole life and families working on nursing care
for the elderly. Furthermore, It was emphasized that the importance of the role of local governments in charge of public responsibility
for long-term care insurance services.



