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About the Meaning of the <TARA> Form, which Describes the Future Time

In Japanese language, the <TARA> form is occasionally used to express the time. About this, Toyota (1987) said that it
is natural to use the <TARA> form to describe things that would certainly happen as the time passes. According to what Yokobayashi
& Shimomura (1988) said about the meaning and the usage of the <TARA> form, <sonotoki> or <sonoatode> is used synonymously
with the <TARA> form. Morita (1990) said that <~tatokini>, <~tekara> have the same usage as well.

In this study, I researched about the terms of usage and the meaning and the usage of the <TARA> form, and the reason
why it is used to express future times. I also tried to find out the differences between <TARA> and <~tekara>, <~taatode>,
<toki> and <tokini>.

It seems like the <TARA> form -which expresses the future time- has two situations combined together, giving attention
to the context, but actually it is showing when the consequent happened, based on the fact that both listener and speaker already
know, and replacing time with a situation. This is used when it is hard to tell a certain moment bluntly. It is also used when
the speaker longs that the moment mentioned with the <TARA> form would never happen. Of course the <TARA> form contains
the meanings of <~tekara>, <~taatode>, <toki> and <tokini>, but because it has its own meaning as well, it is hard to say
that the <TARA> form has the same meaning with those four forms.



