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Analysis on the Trend of Japanese Conversation Materials in Korea

This study aims to analyze the trend of Japanese conversation materials published in Korea between 2000 and 2013. Components
covered by this study are as follows: (D) volumes of publications by year (2) number of edition(s) prices (Gauthors (nationality
of author(s) : Korean or Japanese, number of author(s)) ® number of pages (7) supplementary audio materials

Looking into the result, Japanese conversation materials were most numerously published between 2006 and 2008, so this
period is considered a golden age of their publications. In addition, since 2012, the number of high school students learning
Japanese as a second foreign language has sharply decreased to one third as many as in 2011. Along with its downturn, total
volumes of Japanese conversation materials published in 2013 decreased to fifteen which were only one third compared to the
volumes in 2006. In terms of the number of edition(s), it was found that 28% of the published materials had multiple editions,
and the rest(78%) had a single edition. As to prices, the average cost of the materials was 11,194 Korean won which indicated
there was no big increase in comparison with inflation of the consumer price. Looking into authors, 51% of the materials were
published by Koreans only, which were three times as many as Japanese-only authors. When it comes to supplementary audio
materials, the number of CDs exceeded cassette tapes compared to 2005, and MP3 files emerged from 2008 and mounted up
to 2012. Finally, Japanese conversation materials in an e-book type appeared from 2006, and seemed to be popular up to and
decreased since 2008, while e-book business in Korea showed big growth by two-digit billion Korean won from 2008. Despite
its market growth, demand for Japanese conversation materials in an e-book type only decreased which indicates the number
of Japanese learners decreased.





