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A study on Kokubu Naoichi's Ethnogenetic theory of the Japanese People
- From the Viewpoints of ‘Cultural Diffusion’ and ‘Migration’-

This research aimed at clarifying the constraints of existence of Kukubu Naoichi, who was a typical researcher of the ethnogenetic
theory of the Japanese people after World War II. As part of the assimilation policy, ethnogenetic theories of the Japanese
people were conceived on the assumption of "migration" in order to specify the blood relationship between Asian races and
the Japanese race in the age of imperialism. On the other hand, it was considered that these theories were a dangerous ideology,
which is why after World War II ethnogenetic theories of the Japanese people have been made only based on the view of
"cultural diffusion”. Kokubu, who went back to Japan from Taiwan in 1949, formed a theory focusing on the culture from
Southeast Asia. The early theory of Kokubu was formed only from the viewpoint of "cultural diffusion”, while the viewpoint
of "migration" was eliminated. But during the 1990ies academia started to accept the theory of physical anthropology, which
was deeply indebted to the viewpoint of "migration." and thus approved the thesis of ancient Japanese half-breeds. Nevertheless,
Kokubu was declining to accept an academic relation with Torii Ryuzo, who had helped to form the ethnogenetic theory of
the Japanese people from the viewpoint of "migration" before World War II. Although Kokubu emphasized the importance
of the race from Southeast Asia, in fact, Torii named them simply "Indochinese” in 1916. It is regrettable that postwar researchers
have not been able to accept this fact plainly as an aftereffect of imperialism.



