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The representation of the minority in the literature of Kobayashi Takiji

- Centering on Choseon laborers as marginal men -

Kim, Dae-Yang

This research is on Korean laborers portrayed in Takiji Kobayashi’s literary works.

Korean laborers were portrayed as marginalized people not being able to be part of any groups during the colonial era when
Koreans were denied, alienated, and not assimilated with the Japanese.

Especially, the Japanese Empire achieved the freedom to exploit and dictate the Korean laborers through the brutal working
environment. Like this, the literature clearly portrays how Korean laborers are “othered” by highlighting the difference and
the Japanese Empire recognized the labor force of the forced Korean workers as exploitative objects and possessions of imperialistic
forces. Takiji compares and contrast Korean and Japanese laborers in order to accentuate the process of othering toward Korean.
Korean laborers are portrayed as rejected beings through the narrator. Furthermore, the duality of inclusion and exclusion, and
coercion of the colonizer, and the consent of the colony is depicted through the relationship between Korean and Japanese
laborers. Korean laborers as “others” was witnessed through Takiji’s literary world manifesting the reality of Korean laborers
who were othered through colonial ethnic discrimination.



