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The reclamation in busan north harbor of Japan and Bi-Suk village

Choi, Yeon-Ju

Bi-Suk Villege is located in Ami-dong, Seo-gu, Busan, Republic of Korea. The reason why being called Bi-Suk Villege is 
a number of Japanese Tombstones have existed now. There are Japanese cemetery and crematorium in early-20th Century. 
Tombstone carved in Japanese Era such as Meiji, Taish , Sh wa have spreaded in all over the village, and the number of 
‘Stones’ are uncountable. Bi-Suk Village is a place formed in process that Busan has been changed to Modern City. Therefore, 
this study discuss with two aspects associated with City History of Busan.

Firstly, it starts with checking the Japanese ceremony lived in Japanese office such as funeral and visit to ancestral graves, 
and considers Bi-suk Village’s development in relation to urbanization of Japanese Settlement. Secondly, it is composed with 
organization by interpreting the gravestone rubbing. This research based 70 pieces of the gravestone rubbing process on 120 
pieces of the tombstone since June 20 to 22, 2015. 

Japanese Cemetery placed in Choryang Japanese Office had been moved to Ami-dong due to the reclamation in Busan North 
Harbor in 1907, and it named Gok-jeong after building Busan’s first Modernized crematorium in 1920. Numerous poor people 
lived here in Joseon’s early-20th-Century. After Liberation day of Korea in 1945, Japanese return to their own country in a 
hurry with several remains, but nameless remains were wasted there. Soon after the Korean war in 1950, local downtown cannot 
accommodated numbers of war refugees, and then they had been partly accommodated all over Busan. Refugees moved to 
Ami-dong built the house on the tombstone and reside there naturally.

Hereafter, problem such as lack of information regarding tombstone and surroundings must be solved. Systematic study and 
distinct information need in order to comprehend historical event as to Bi-suk village’s development and growth.




