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A study on the kidnapping of Japanese by North Korea
Lee, Soo-Ick

Kidnapping Japanese citizens have happened since the lost of Deracosi dacasi in 1963, since then the federal of parliament
has been founded on march 15, 1997. It consisted of 78 House of Representatives and 45 the House of Councilors, which
was led by a chairman Nakayama Masaaki in the liberal democratic party. In the parliament, It was officially announced that
japanese government had recognized Kidnapping Japanese citizens by North korea on May 1.

To encourage the association’s initiatives, support organizations were created one after the other in every part of Japan. These
associations experienced some difficulties in convincing the public of the need for action. However, with the implementation
of gatherings, public meetings with the individuals concerned, and demonstrations across the country, the Japanese people have
realized the importance of the problem and ask the government to act to repatriate victims abducted by North Korea. The associations
asked the Japanese government to implement retaliatory measures against North Korea. A petition launched and had more than
55 thousands signatures on August 27, 1997.

In addition to these organizations, meetings of governors and Commission for National Consultation of Regional Assemblies
on the abduction issue have recently reinforced the movement. During the past 20 years, their association has become very
well known throughout Japan, and has gained wide approval and support for their combat. The Association of the Families
of Victims Kidnapped by North Korea and the National Association for the Rescue of Japanese Kidnapped by North Korea
have worked (as they still do today) to increase public awareness and government action, but the AFVKN has played a major
role.





