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Yabunonaka(3)

- Takehiro’s Cause of Death and Relationship with Masago -

Kam, Young-Hee

This study examines Akutagawa’s embedment of distrust in women through Yabunonaka’s female main character’s (Masago) 
view; furthermore, it analyzes how the relationship with Masago played a role in the death of her husband Takehiro.

In one aspect, it may be stated that this piece of literary work portrays Yabunonaka’s retaliation and strength against men’s 
unfairness. However, in this piece of work, one can get a glimpse of an exclusion of women’s physical abuse by men. In 
this respect, it can be said that the author’s male perspective view has been revealed. Right before Yabunonaka’s writing, it 
can be concluded that the meeting and the break up with Hide Sigeko had an affect in this revelation. Also, as the piling 
of Sigeko and Masago’s images occurred, Akutagaw’s embedment of distrust in women played a big role. Not only that, pertaining 
to the cause of Takehiro’s death, the foreshadowing of the killer being a woman is evident by the use of a dagger as a means 
of killing, Masago’s spiritual-energy filled action and through Takehiro’s self-harm relevant to the portrayal of characters. This 
act associated Masago as the prime assailant. Even the dagger which was supposedly used for this falsify suicide, made it 
seemed like Masago was heavily involved. Finally, the findings suggest that Akutagaw’s embedment of distrust in women was 
a contributing factor that served as basis for establishing Masago as the murderer in Takehiro’s death.




