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Non-place in Minato Kanae's FExpiationy

- Focus on the urbanization process surrounding the murder in rural ‘village' —

Im, Man-Ho

In Minato Kanae’s novel "Expiation (2009)g, it is reconstructed the murder through the monologue of characters in each
chapter like her debut novel "Confessions (2008),. Likewise, the narrative structure provides enough fun and imagination to
bring the mystery element of the novel.

Each narrative, however, may give a probability to the puzzle of a murder case, but it is also true that there is only superficial
understanding to persuade the probability or inevitability that they had to do before. In that sense, this study focuses on the
narrative of the characters, especially on the sense of place (and non-place) in rural “village” existing on the edge of the four
girls’ monologues.

A place analysis make it possible to infer the causes of crime committed by the four girls in the future including the murder
case inherent in ‘Expiation’ of the girls.

What is the sense of place in this study is a place characteristic to take a certain meaning by person’s experience of a place
or to have a given environment of consciousness. If non-place by urbanization occurs, it means that not only the homogenization
or uniformity phenomenon that is indistinguishable from other places but also the human beings living in it will be also dissolved
their own identity.



