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The Historic Establishment and the Sociocultural Characteristics of Japanese Regal
Public Holidays System

This paper aimed to examine the historic establishment and the sociocultural characteristics of Japanese Regal Public holiday
system in the aspect of the comparative study on Korean and Japanese cultures. First, reviewing <the matters of holidays>,
it was revealed that most of the holidays designated by this legislation have followed the Japanese emperor family’s court memorial
service that have been performed before the modern times.

Next, <the act about the national feast days>(1948> newly established after the war was also reviewed. Especially, the process
of finally selecting the national holidays designated by this legislation was considered. For this, the results of the public opinion
poll in 1948 were compared with the actual national holidays designated since then. In the results, it revealed several outstanding
sociocultural characteristics of Japanese national holidays.

First, even though the names of national holidays have been changed, there are overwhelmingly lots of national holidays
originated from the Japanese emperor family’s court memorial service. Second, such many traditional annual events proposed
for the national holidays have not been actually reflected to them. Third, there is no holiday showing the religious nature such
as Christmas or Buddha’s Birthday.





