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Social and Cultural Characteristics on Funeral Service(Sangnyeuisik) between Korea and Japan

Funeral service or Sangnyeuisik is a cultural ritual of death that was created by human beings; such a cultural ritual is inevitably
affected by changes of consciousness toward social environments or cultural patterns. This study looked into social and cultural
features through attitude surveys that internally and externally showed a series of Korean and Japanese bereaved family's behaviors
in Sangnyeuisik. As a result, it was witnessed that Korea seemed to recognize the significance of calling back the spirit of
a deceased person in the ritual, simplify styles of mourning clothes in line with the social system, and prefer a convenient
method in informing someone's death to the neighborhood, or obituary notice; and Japan seemed to emphasize its traditionality;
and to some extent both countries put meanings on incenses and candles, which are considered holding a spirit, in setting a
altar. However, there was social and cultural difference in an ancestral tablet between the two countries. In the case of Japan,
this study uniquely found that the Japanese did not carve the dead's name before his/her death on an ancestral tablet, but carved
a newly designated name after his/her death, or Kaimyo, on it, which was considered as an important ritual step. To express
one's condolence, the Korean do it in an active way while the Japanese do it in a static way. The fact that the level of sadness
in Japanese ritual seems more deepened represents an unexpected result against the Japanese after-death notion closely related
to ornament Buddhism. Additionally, the Japanese more likely make a condolence call than the Korean because they feel more
stress of loyalty and sense of obligation; this means that the Japanese more likely tend to be constrained by their social system
along with acquaintance-based social atmosphere compared with the Korean.



