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Comparative Analysis of Regional Special Zone System

- Focusing on the Korean Regulation—-Free Special Zone
and Japan’s National Strategy Special Zone -

Jeong, Woo—Seong-Song, Jung-Hyun

Special zones refer to special regions where the rules set by the state are applied differently, which can be said to be a
policy means to promote national equilibrium or economic development by applying special cases. In the situation that the
competition for the new technology sector of the 4th industrial revolution, the governments of each country are planning to
prepare a special regional special zone system to ease regionally-centered regulations to support rapid commercialization through
technology demonstrations.

In this study, the multi-dimensional comparative analysis of Korea and Japan’s special zone system to obtain implications
for the development plan of Korea’s special zone system. In particular, by comparing and analyzing Korea-Japan regional specialties
proposed by Cooper’s Four Dimension Model, it is intended to comprehensively analyze the characteristics of the special-regional
systems between the two countries and present policy implications.

The research results were as follows. First, at the normative level, in Korea, if the region’s government applies for a special
zone, related ministries are required to transparently disclose the process of adoption of the special zone system. On the other
hand, Japan’s national strategic special zone policy showed that the degree of central government intervention was very strong.
At the structural level, since the government’s direct support budget is not implemented in Korea’s Special Administrative Region,
therefore, network construction and cooperation in the region is an important success factor. In Japan, the National Strategic
Zone is striving to strengthen the competitiveness of key areas, such as Tokyo and Osaka, to become the center of Japan’s
economic recovery. At the constructive level, the transparency of the selection review and selection process is secured so that
the designation of the national strategic special zone is not arbitrary or partial, and quantitative evaluation is also used to conduct
objective evaluation and review. Lastly, in terms of technology, it was found that in Korea and Japan, a closer examination
was needed not only for planning and implementation of regional special zones, but also for policy evaluation after implementation.



