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A qualitative development study of Korean language education in Japan
- Focusing on obtaining Korean teacher qualifications —

Oh, Moon-Kyoung -Lee, Kyung-Soo -Moon, Hi-Jin

The purpose of this paper is to examine the qualification system of Korean language teachers to improve Korean language
education in Japan qualitatively and to suggest the direction to the teachers in the ways to strengthen Japan’s uniqueness and
localization. Korean language teacher qualification system is driving both quantitative and qualitative development of Korean
language education, and it is positioned as a qualification to secure the professionalism of Korean language teachers in Japan
and around the world. Korean language education in Japan requires both quantitative and qualitative development and requires
localization based on Japan’s uniqueness. To improve the quality of Korean language education, above all, it is necessary to
focus on strengthening Korean teachers’ competency. Accordingly, this study focused on the Korean teacher qualification system
and analyzed various data to derive the necessity of obtaining Korean teacher qualifications at Japanese universities. Also, based
on this, the development direction for preliminary teachers residing in Japan to acquire qualifications for Korean language teachers,
that is, measures to increase field expertise in Japan, methods to strengthen localization of educational contents, and approaches
to humanize existing Korean teachers are presented. In the future, we hope that prospective teachers residing abroad, including
in Japan, will be able to provide prototypes of educational contents and methods for obtaining Korean language teacher qualifications.



