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R 1975 1976 1977 1978 1979 1980 1981 1982 1983 1984

SRS 700 1,750 | 5,800 | 8,000 | 11,000 | 20,000 | 27,000 | 27,000 | 56,000 | 55,000
EERE 1985 | 1986 | 1987 | 1988 | 1989 | 1990 | 1991 | 1992 | 1993 | 1994
I 60,000 | 75,000 | 115,000 | 70,000 | 290,000 | 480,000 | 400,000 | 430,000 | 450,000 | 440,000

AERE | 1995 | 1996 | 1997 | 1998 | 1999 | 2000 | 2001 | 2002 | 2003 | 2004
S| 470,000 | 570000 | 700,000 | 680,000 | 720,000 | 730,000 | 840,000 | 930,000 | 880,000 | 880,000
AEHE | 2005 | 2006 | 2007 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013
SIFEEL | 830,000 | 870,000 | 1,050,000 | 1,060,000 | 1,070,000 1,080,000 | 1,040,000 | 1,110,000 1,110,000
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25) B AHIZEIN2005). AiFEEQ4). p.55
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Thoughts on the role of ‘Fuzyosi’ in Japanese Popular Culture

This paper investigates a group of people called ‘Fuzyosi’ from conceptual, lifestyle, ideological, and market value perspectives.
The findings are as follows:

1. ‘Fuzyosi’ are a sub-class of ‘Female Otakus’, and they can be defined as ‘women who enjoy novels or manga, usually
also composed by women, with gay themes.

2. Because ‘Fuzyosi’ maintain a reasonable level of social sophistication and cleanliness and have a normal work life, they
are indistinguishable from ‘non-otaku women’. Moreover, their world of ‘BL (Boys Love)’ is the only thing they are hiding,
which makes them less conspicuous compared to their male otaku counterparts.

3. ‘Fuzyosi’ enjoy reading ‘Yaoi’ or ‘BL’ which are works with male homosexual themes. However, unlike for the male
otakus, for the ‘fuzyosi’ this is merely a pastime.

4. The ‘Fuzyosi’ industry is current stagnant, but it is likely to maintain its status as a sizeable industry because of the constant
nature of the demand.





