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Image of Neets represented in Contemporary Japanese Novel
-Based on "NEET(=—}); by Akiko Itoyama -

Lee Jung-Hwa

This paper looked into Itoyama Akiko’s collection of short stories "NEET; to see how she is demonstrating NEETs who
emerged amid a pending youth employment issue, which was caused by a protracted economic recession and how she views
Japan’s social criticism of NEETs.

Japanese society saw economic bubble burst in the 1990s. The following long- term economic recession made many young
Japanese suffer from unemployment. As a result, many young people gave up getting a job, and the word “NEET” was used
to call them. There are many reasons why one becomes a NEET, but social science studies on the increasing number of NEETs
emphasized the mindset of the youth who are not standing on their own feet, rather than raising an issue about the social
conditions they are facing.

Meanwhile, in her collection of short stories "NEET}, Itoyama Akiko is describing the lives of NEETs in many different
ways. More specifically, the author is characterizing NEETs by highlighting personal characteristics of those who are called
NEETs by society. However, instead of making any assessment of NEETs by siding with either social criticism or social advocacy,
the author expressed her person opinion regarding labor, based on the fact that the criticism of NEETs began as a labor issue.

As a result, Itoyama is making it clear that even though NEETs are being criticized in this society based on labor ethics,
there is an irony in such labor ethics. In that vein, Itoyama concludes that being a NEET is about an “individual’s choice,”
which cannot be subject to criticism. The author’s attitude is well demonstrated in the listed stories "NEET) and "2+1;, where
the narrator describes passive and inactive attitudes of NEETs while staying as an observer. Through her collection of short
stories "NEET}, Itoyama is offering a chance to reconsider the social criticism of NEETs, who are blamed for lacking will.





