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Comparative Study of ‘Sansiro’ by Natsume Soseki and ‘Mansejeon’ by Sang-Seop Yeom
-Focused on the Passengers’ Perceptions of Reality on the Train-

This study looked over the meaning of the train having been developed and used as the means of modernization, and passengers’
perceptions of reality on the train.

The ‘train” shows modern people in Korea and Japan the power of western civilization in the beginning of modernization,
and as a representative of twentieth century civilization as well as meaning which makes people feel the impact of the reality
of enlightenment. Soseki described ‘train” as ‘a long snake’ which represents a civilization in his work ‘Kusamakura’, and Sang-Seop
Yeom reflected a gloomy picture of the Joseon period during the Japanese Ruling through the train passengers’ various lives
in his work ‘Mansejeion.’

Hirota teacher in ‘Sansiro’ declared his worries about that Japan’s modernization was done rapidly from adopting western
culture and civilization, and is also warning that modern civilization based on the western scientific experiment not only has
rationality and convenience, but also contains dangerousness. By contrast, gat-seller(gat: Korean traditional hat) in the ‘Mansejeon’
shows that modernization of the Joseon period was made up by Japan-concretely by the policy of the Japanese Government
General of Korea, not by the West, and that even though Joseon people used trains representing modern civilization offered
by Japan, it is difficult to find their consciousness being thankful to Japan for that. The Joseon People have a characteristic
that they would rather resist, not submit, to the violence modernization policy of the Japanese Government General of Korea
that made a mass grave law and pushed for it without understanding well about the funeral institution culture including burial
custom and cemetery preservation in the Joseon period.

Therefore, the ‘Sansiro’ and ‘Mansejeon’ are judged to have some voice messages from the two authors, Soseki and Sang-Seop
Yeom, who are the representatives of the modern literature in Korea and Japan and are worrying, blaming, concerning, and
warning about the reality of the radical modernization that people tried to achieve, presenting the catchphrase, * civilization
and enlightenment’



