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Natsume Soseki’s Rules for using Kanjis and Hiragana letteres
- Centering on “II or YOI (good)” -

Aoki, Hiroyuki

I took up major 17 works of Soseki Natsume in this report and considered rules for using Kanjis and Hiragana letters centering
on “Il or YOI(good).” Soseki represented “Il or YOI” using Hiragana letters and nine Kanjis. Differences are seen for the
notation of “Il or YOI” whether it is a magazine publication or a newspaper publication, and whether it is a novel or an essay.
The differences are as follows.

(1) 5 magazine publication works were written mostly by using Hiragana letters except for the first half of{to six episodes)

“I am a CAT.” As for the use of Kanjis, “4F favorite” and “3 good” were mainly used.

(2) First two works “Gubijinso(The Poppy)” and “The Miner” among 12 works which were written in newspaper publication
positioned between the magazine publication works and the newspaper publication works in the use of Hiragana letters,
and also in the use of “FJ passable” and “HE capable” which are typical of the newspaper publication works. Especially
in the latter one.

(3) In 8 novels after “Sanshiro” placed in the newspaper, the use of Hiragana letters is much fewer than that of the magazine
publication works. As for Kanjis “7]” represented for “II” are used differently in each work, and “HE” represented for
“YOI” are used so much that the “BE” of some works are used more than “4F” which are usually most common in
Soseki’s works.

(4) Two essays placed in the newspaper show characteristics similar to the works mentioned from (1) to (3) partially in
the use of Hiragana letters and Kanjis. It may be said that they have partially all the characteristics of 15 novels which
I examined in this report.





