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A Study on the Wall novel of Mediality in the 1930’s
- Focusing on the works and criticism of Takiji Kobayashi -

Kim, Dae-Yang

This paper examines Takiji Kobayashi’s wall stories, which display characteristics of the media, along with the critique of
“On Wall Stories and ‘Short” Short Stories.” Takiji Kobayashi’s wall stories, which Kobayashi adapted as a strategic tool for
practical effect, only appear as a form of literary devices while, unlike novels, they are actually a new form of expression
that strongly depend on the context due to the characteristics of what is called “movement.” Also, wall stories have the characteristics
of an agitprop, which strongly appeal for the public to quickly recognize the imminent issues of reality and solve them. As
much as Takiji Kobayashi’s wall stories were written through the eyes of the weak, they lower their gaze and appeal to the
social nature of poverty or inhumanity of war. Such pleading messages, which convey the reality of society, brought people
together and such strategies effectively convey the purpose of the Proletarian revolution. In fact, the majority of socialists at
the time were imprisoned by the police or went into hiding underground. However, the reason the desperate issues of society
simply had to be emphasized despite the situation of having no choice but to confirm the legitimacy of socialist movements
in prison or underground is in fact, as Takiji Kobayashi put it, because of the condition that ‘“The Eyes of Vanguard’ come
true.



