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Comparison of Female Figure in TSontak Hotely of Beom-Seok Cha
and "Rokumeikany of Mishima Yukio
- Focusing on Hyun Ju-Sil and Akiko -

Sontak Hotel of Korea and Rokumeikan of Japan were buildings that existed on the verge of pre-modern and modern times,
aiming for post-premodern, and also adopted the Western culture and had the foreign envoys to stay for accommodations.

Sontak Hotel was mostly occupied by those in favor of enlightenment from Jeongdong, and later became the major stage
of independence association. On the other hand, there is a so called ‘Rokumeikan era (1883~1889)’ which shows the clear
efforts in Westernization policies centering on Rokumeikan. It is very interesting, however, that there are plays named after
Sontak Hotel and Rokumeikan with such short yet historically strong impression, and such is sufficient to induce curiosity about
what those works are about.

It is thought to be significant as a study to investigate the figures with similar significance and roles in each work in the
flow of the common historical era of enlightenment period. Therefore, this report intends to study the comparison of female
figure of Hyun Ju-Sil and Akiko appearing in these two literary works through text analysis.

The study method shall be female figure approach through the perspective of direction of pursuit of ideal and modern identity
of the two women. As the result, both women, despite being relatively non-mainstream, had the common status of adjusting
the relationship between people and exhibiting a strong sense of being in the flow of the plot. Although the entangling of
values were found, from these women who lived in the enlightenment period of Korea and Japan, were exposed to modern
education, and were active for love, an intersectional element of women aware of modern identity could be found. However,
Hyun Ju-Sil aimed outward, and Akiko aimed inward in the direction of pursuit of ideal, showing differences between these
two female figures. In the future, the comparison of female figure focusing on Hyun Ju-Sil of the play "Sontak Hotel; and
Akiko of "Rokumeikan; would provide an important basis for understanding the women in the enlightenment period of Korean
and Japan.



