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A Study on "The Paradise of Frogss of Naoki Hyakuta

Roh, Yoon-Seon

The Paradise of Frogs describes the image of Japan of today and simulates Japan of the future. The most distinctive thing
about the novel is that this reveals the recognition and the thought of Koreans living in Japan in the crisis of Japan, definitely.
For instance, Korea is named ‘Ang-Ang(-> 1), which refers to a metaphor of Korea’s ‘constant(¥E%)’ demand for an
apology from Japan. Haintzu, a wrinkled frog man(Japanese), is displeased with that marsh frogs(Koreans living in Japan) from
other areas live in Napaju(Japan) from generation to generation and telling them to go back to their country, he shows similar
aspects to the anti-Korea people in Japan. In particular, this novel dilutes the damage to other country during the war and
contains distorted nationalism and anti-Korean sentiment, complexly. There are scenes everywhere in the novel not to understand
that Pierre(a Korean man living in Japan) lives in the country of wrinkled frogs(Japan), even though he hates wrinkled frogs(Japanese
people). Haintzu, a wrinkled frog(Japanese young man), is also frowned upon that march frogs(Koreans living in Japan) from
other areas live in Napaju(Japan) generation after generation. Besides, there is a ridiculous scene asking Haintzu of the young
generation, who did not go through the war, about the fault of Napaju and in the end, he explains, as if it is never irrelevant
to him, mentioning it was a thing of the past. The young wrinkled frog keeps denying the cruel historical fact caused by his
ancestors and this may leave room to misunderstand that Japan tries to deny and conceal the historical fact that is unfavorable
to them.



