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Gender Issues and Backlash in Local Govemment Administration and Its Overall Trend in Japan
—From 1996 to 2009 (by Focusing on Four Stages of GenderBacklash Period)—

From a historical awareness perspective, Gender-Backlash is not a stand-alone trend or movement. Rather, this research
emphasizes that it is in parallel with other social and political backlash movements such as placing positive emphasis on the
achievements of Imperial Japan, calling for an Amendment to Japanese Constitution, and inserting of a patriotic clause to Japan’s
Fundamental Law of Education.

There have been a few instances of previous research on Gender Issues and Backlash and its related indexes, but there is
no research undertaken to date on in-depth analysis of the overall trend of Gender-Backlash from 1990s to present.

With this in mind, this study proposes to distinguish the overall trend of Gender- Backlash movements from 1996 to 2009
into Four Stages of Gender-Backlash Period which include the Initial Stage (Starting Point), the Accelerating Stage, the Pinnacle
Stage and the Stable Stage. Based on each Stage of the Period, this research pinpoints and outlines major components and
respective incidents. To this end, the purpose of this research is to define and recognize the overall underlying trend and pattern
of Gender-Backlash movements.

Gender-Backlash related issues are not a problem of the past. It still remains to have stored more negative ramifications
at hand and therefore it should not be overlooked or taken lightly.
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