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A Study on English Perception of Japan in the Early Meiji Period
—Focused on George Nathaniel Curzon, Amold Henry Savage Landor, Isabella Bird Bishop-

Japan in the early Meiji Period confronted on Imperialism of Westerners which planed to solve their crisis of economy through
the foreign entry.

The state of Japan in the late 1880s and early 1890s can be described as experiential through the records left by the British
such as George Nathaniel Curzon, Amold Henry Savage Landor, Isabella Bird Bishop who visited in Japan. In addition, the
comparison with Korean situation at that time can be researched more easily with this work.

Japan was pushing into modernization through Meiji Restoration when these three English people visited in Japan. As a result,
the conditions of the transportation, the accommodation, roads , the military system, politics were better than Korea at that
time. But the appearance of women as a social figure was remained as a pre-modemn society.

While Korea was ‘weak’ and the bureaucratic system was still remained at the same time. In addition, it was a weak country
in the military system . Korea was seen in the eyes of Westerners as a non-modernity country.

Although the perception on Japanese culture of the three English people in this paper may not be able to be completely
far from the Orientalism which made oriental countires ‘others’, they recognized Japan with a wide range of perception.





