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Study on the Image Creation of ‘The Middle Ages Literature’ in the Japanese Modem Times
—By Comparing between ‘The History of Japanese Literature’ and ‘The Japanese History’ -

In the west, where the modern academic studies began, “The Middle Ages’ has the opposite images of the brilliant and positive
images. The Middle Ages, between the glorious ancient civilization and the Renaissance, has the images of the darkness, so
the Middle Ages could be called the Dark Ages, and it could be also ‘the Death’ Ages because the Renaissance means a revival.
Under the influence of this western perception, the early publications of ‘the History of Japanese Literature’, which was published
briskly since the 1890s in Japan, shows that the Japanese middle ages also has the negative images as the Dark Ages in the
history, academy, and literature. This negative and self-depreciative images of ‘the Middle Ages’ and ‘the Middle Ages Literature’,
built in the formative period of the nation-state, however, are not consistent up to now.

The shift of the perception of the Middle Ages was made not after war (after 1945) but from 1930s to 1940s when Japan’s
militarism reached its climax and Japan was at the 15-year war. By this time, the images of ‘The Middle Ages’ and ‘The
Middle Ages Literature’ was changed to the fairly positive viewpoint. In this thesis, to go over the existing disproportionate
studies on ‘The History of Japanese Literature’ and ‘The Armistice’, I grasped how the images of ‘The Middle Ages’ and
‘The Middle Ages Literature’ had created and changed through ‘The History of Japanese Literature’ and “The Japanese History’
published from the formative period of the nation-state to the defeat, and through this study, by understanding the logic of
shifting the images of ‘The Middle Ages’ and ‘The Middle Ages Literature’ in the periodical context, I grasped how the logic
of ‘The History of Japanese Literature’ went into the rupture and what the causes were.





