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Analysis of the performance of the Free Semester System of
special schools in Korea
- Through the qualitative methods of the M-GTA -

Lee, Eui-Jung

This study examined the current status and characteristics of education programs for children with disabilities in Japan and
Korea, so to speak, in school as part of special needs education in Japan and special education in Korea. It can be expected
that “Career Passport” will be introduced as a new educational program that clarifies the direction related to career education
in Japan, and that efforts and responses can be taken into account the condition and characteristics of children and students’
disabilities, as well as the stages of mental and physical development. By the way, we focused on how the “free semester
system”, which is newly introduced and developed as part of career education, is operated in special schools in Korea, and
conducted qualitative research on its educational significance and issues. As a result of the analysis, the “free semester system”
has only just begun, and the educational effects of the system have not been sufficiently verified, and further improvements
are required in terms of legal and institutional aspects. In addition, the free semester system is similar to the “living power”
program described in Japan’s special schools, emphasizing the importance of choosing and operating a workplace where disabled
children can experience job-related experiences. Furthermore, it has become clear that in order for the free semester system
to operate continuously and effectively, it is very important for teachers, students, and parents to play their respective roles
and responsibilities. The effectiveness of career education based on the analysis of the “free semester system” in special schools
in Korea developed in this study is considered to be an educational significance attempt in both Japan and Korea.



