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Yukichi Fukuzawa’s Views on Koreans and on Ainu Ethnicity

Hirayama, Yo

The purpose of this thesis is to clarify the characteristics of Yukichi Fukuzawa’s view on Ainu ethnicity from comparison 
with the view on Koreans. However, Fukuzawa refers to the Ainu people only in five places in the book. It can be judged 
that Fukuzawa’s view on the Ainu who was seen from there was regarded as barbarous. However, as with Isabella Bird’s travel 
memorandum, it is only an evaluation reflecting the general view of civilization at the time. On the other hand, regarding Korea, 
it has been consistent at the half-way through “Fukuoka Hundred Episodes” (1896) since the late “Civilization Theory Summary” 
(1875), and we could not confirm the fact that the development stage of the country was barbarous.




