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A Study On the Snake Tales Of Okinawa

This paper is to classify the snake tales of Okinawa into 3; the types of divinity, repellency, and marriage and to study
how the people at that time thought and had an idea of snakes.

First, in the type of divinity, snakes can be known to be given divinity as a god that had the advantage over human beings.
Second, in the type of repellency, the tales have in common that snakes hurt humans, and those who repelled snakes didn’t
get worse, and was worshiped as a god or got married to a wealthy son and lived happily after. Through the 2 types, people
not only took the divinity away from snakes but saw them as harmful beings.

Lastly, in the type of marriage, snakes metamorphosed themselves into human beings. Even if they were known to being
metamorphosed, snakes were not repelled or murdered, and a baby was born between a snakes and a human being instead.
This shows that snakes were given to be dignified, supernatural, and metamorphosed as a god on the basis of people’s idea.
A snake is divinized as a god and the son who was born between a snake and a human being joins Utaki and become a
guardian deity. This is derived from that the idea that the relationship of snakes and human being by blood is sacred. In On
the other handm, in Type 13, and Type 15, the tale that the snake give a birth to a baby at the beach is seen to understand
that snakes are just snakes in nature as usual. their divinity taken away.





