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Translator’s Perspective and Ethics

- Kim Yoon-sik and Oh In-suk’s “The Chrysanthemum and the Sword”(3rd edition) 

as an example -

Park, Sang-Hyun

In this article, I reviewed the annotations in “The Chrysanthemum and the Sword” (3rd edition), which is a synonym for 
Korean version “The Chrysanthemum and the Sword”, which is a synonym of Kim Yun-sik and Oh Inseok. And I looked 
at the perspective and ethics of the translator. The results are summarized as follows. Let’s start with a translator’s perspective. 
Kim, Yoon-Sik and Oh In-seok have put a great deal of weight on “knowledge related to Japan” when annotating the third 
edition. This means that when they commented, they were stronger to comment for Korean readers who were not familiar with 
Japan. And this tendency was consistent from the first edition “The Chrysanthemum and the Sword”. Next, let’s look at the 
ethics of the translator. They wanted to keep the principle of dividing original annotation and Translator annotation in Korean
version. It is worth evaluating in terms of the ethics of the translator. In the third edition, however, there is a portion of the 
Japanese translator, Hasegawa, who has borrowed the annotations without proper quoting marks. This point must be evaluated 
negatively in terms of the ethics of the translator.




