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Anxiety in Lee-Sang's Literature and Makino-Shinichi(B&HE—)

This paper attempts to understand the mental state of Lee-Sang when he became disillusioned soon after he had arrived at
Tokyo in hopes of restart, by focusing on Makino-Shinichi's literary works and suicide, with whom Lee-Sang empathized right
before his death. The works of Makino display major characteristics of 1930's autobiographical literature, which has themes
of anxiety, depression and fear caused by drastic social changes such as prussianization and urbinization. Being realistic and
autobiographical, his style is unique in that it recasts the anxiety and tension into a romantic fantasy. However, literature could
not save him from the depressing situation. As a result, he fell into absolute loneliness, alienated from the literary world and
from his nearest family members. He suffered from a nervous breakdown along with insomnia, which made it difficult for
him to continue writing. In the end, he succumbed to the situation and committed suicide. Such discordance between his literary
ideal and the social situation triggered anxiety and fear. The discrepancy might have triggered sympathy between him and Lee-Sang,
who felt ambivalent about his pursuing modern values while being captured in a premodern way of thinking.
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