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Translation and Language Interference
- Focused on ‘False Friends -

Oh, Kyoung-Soon

This paper analyzes and studies ‘False Friends’, Chinese character based words which has different meaning between Korean
and Japanese, that are prone to be errors and misused in the area of translation and its education.

Language interference refers to deviations from norms or changes in norms that occur in one or both languages, due to a
contact between languages.

Frequent errors and problems caused by the lack of knowledge of ‘False Friends’, whish have the same form of Chinese
characters with different meaning or even different range of lexical meaning, are one of the representative linguistic interferences
that can occur not only between ‘Korean and Japanese Chinese words’ but also ‘Korean, Chinese, and Japanese Chinese words’,
addressed in this pager.

Lack of recognition of ‘False Friends’ will be more likely to cause misuse and misinterpretation in speaking, writing, using
expressions between Korean and Japanese language as well as in translation work.

Therefore, to avoid such predicted errors, teachers and learners should thoroughly recognize problems of ‘False Friends’ and
are required to be educated and studied in advance.



