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A Study on Kim Dal-soo’s "Descendant’s Street
- Intellectuals drifting in Kyongsung, the imitation city of Tokyo —

Byun, Jung-A

Kim Dal Soo’s first feature and first published "Descendant’s Street)is based on his visit to Kyungseong and his experience
as the journalist of Kyungseong Ilbo. In particular, as a local news reporter of the Kyungseong Ilbo was optimum experience
for Kim Dal Soo to be able to access miserable life of his compatriots and the struggles of anti-Japanese activists under the
pressure of Japanese rule. Life in this home country would have been a process for him to recognize himself as one of the
Joseon people and to establish a national consciousness as a writer. Although it was only a short period of time, the experience
in the home country helped him to write the process of changing national consciousness of Ko Chang Ryun, the main character
in "Descendant’s Streets, through his life in Kyungseong and the realities of intellectuals who he met. Japanese imperialism
had colonized Joseon, turning Kyungseong into doubled-imitation city by imitating Tokyo which already had imitated the West.
The street was in a mess with modern and modern people and people were confused by ideals, realities, beliefs and actions.
This dual imitation city of Kyungseong highlights the humiliation of intellectuals of the time and the reality of Joseon in
contradiction. Kim Dal Soo is expressing his national consciousness by setting the stage of his work to Joseon, not Japan,
through Ko Chang Ryun’s perspective of the Kyungseong life that cannot be settled down and concerns of the Joseon intellectuals
who he meets. In "Descendant’s Streets, Kim Dal Soo is showing the reality of colonization through Ko Chang Ryun, who
has lost his homeland, especially by showing the intellectuals’ torment and their will to fight for independence without fear
of death.





