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A Comparison of ‘te-kudasai’ and Korean expression of request

Japanese expressions tend to have Korean counterparts which are very similar in terms of sentence structure. However there 
are in some cases slight differences in meaning between Japanese expressions and Korean expressions.  

When Korean learners of Japanese use the expression ‘-tekudasai’ to make a request, Japanese native speakers often feel 
it sounds impolite. This may cause troubles in case of asking a favor.

  The purpose of this study is to investigate how the Japanese ‘-tekudasai’ correspond to Korean expressions, such as ‘ ’, 
‘- ’. To avoid causing misunderstandings, this paper will demonstrate a polite strategy of asking a favor in Japanese using 
‘-tekudasai’, which will be helpful to Korean learners of Japanese. 




