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A study on the Secret-Christians’ sacrament of matrimony

The edict against Christianity in 1614 caused Secret Padres to be banished or martyred. Especially after the edict, no padres
were in Japan. Secret-Christians organized secret communities and transmitted baptism, ceremonies, doctrines, prayers, and so
on until the revocation of the edict. This period today is called Secret Period(1644-1873).

This paper explores whether the sacrament of matrimony in Christian Period(1549-1644) was transmitted in Secret Period.
In spite of marriage, the reason of maintenance of secret communities was community intermarriage. According to the historical
materials, the sacrament of matrimony was done by most of the Christians. Some transformation of religion appeared because
of the long-term absence of padres and the suppression. Nevertheless, many people returned to church after the revocation of
the edict in 1873.





