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Norms of Language and Japanese Dictionary

Hyong, Jin-I

The National language is a system created in modern countries. The National language seeks unity as a language used by
all citizens. Standard language, grammar, and dictionaries play a role. ‘Daigenkai’ and ‘Dainihon Kokugojiten’ were the first
large-scale dictionaries in Japan. Both dictionaries were evaluated as ‘the nation’s best dictionary’ and ‘promoting national prestige’.
The two dictionaries symbolized Japan’s power with the victory of war from the 1910s. Otsuki Humihiko created ‘Genkai’
in 1889. ‘Daigenkai’ is an evolution of ‘Genkai’. It contains 98,000 words. ‘Daigenkai’ is characterized by the study of the
etymology of the word. ‘Dainihon Kokugojiten’ was created by Ueda Kazutosi and Matsui Kanji. In particular, Ueda is the
creator of the Japanese language. ‘Dainihon Kokugojiten’, which contains 200,000 words, contains all of ancient, modem, technical
and academic terms. Both dictionaries form the basis of the present-day Japanese dictionaries. The norms of language are always
changing, A distinction must be made between dictionary norms and nationalism.



