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A study on motherland orientation of Korean Remigrants from Sakhalin

Kim, Yeon-Shik

This study focuses on the reason why Korean homecomers from Sakhalin of Russia desperately returned to their motherland.
To solve the research question I analysed interview footage of the documentary, ‘Another Separation’, which contains the story
of Koreans in Sakhalin. I found three main reasons of the motherland orientation of Koreans from Sakhalin. First, Their emigration
to Sakhalin was not decided by their own will. They were forced to leave Korea and work hard in miserable conditions of
Sakhalin by Japanese colonial policy. Second, they had kept common hostile emotion against Japan and shared the emotion
with other Koreans in Sakhalin for a long time. Third, they had wanted to ‘escape’ from Sakhalin island because it was a
kind of unwanted ‘exile place’. These three reasons made Korean remigrants finally decide to return to Korea even though
they became very old people over 70s. This study also shows the homecomers went through another tragedy that they had
to separate with their children after they had come back to Korea.



