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相づちの｢促し｣効果の消失について

- 現代日本語の｢うん｣｢はい｣と現代中国語の天津方言の｢ng｣｢a｣の比較から-
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The disappearance of backchannel’s “continuer” effect

- A comparison between “un” and “hai” of Japanese language and “ng” and

“a” in Chinese, Tianjin dialect -

Luo, Xi

This paper investigates interjections “un” and “hai” of Japanese language and “ng” and “a” of Chinese, Tianjin dialect, and 
discusses whether the effect as “continuer” disappears or not when they are uttered as backchannels. I found that “un”, “hai”, 
and “ng” are self-oriented interjections, uttered when one received a piece of new or old information, as well as after sending
a piece of convictive or unconvictive information. On the other hand, “a” is an other-oriented interjection, uttered only when 
one received a piece of old information or after sending a piece of convictive information. Then through an observation of 
the use of “un” “hai” “ng” “a” as backchannels, I proved that the mechanism of having a “continuer” effect may differ between 
“un” “hai” “ng” and “a”, as the former’s derives from a secondary interpretation by the receiver of the backchannel, while 
the latter’s is from its inherent character.




