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The image of Joseon was developed by the “Shonen Sekai(Boy’s World)”
- TFocusing on the early magazine issues (1895-1897) -

Launched on January 1, 1895, “Boy's World” was the first comprehensive magazine for boys in Japan that discontinued
in January 1933. This unique yearly magazine soared in a span of five years, publishing between one hundred fifty to two
hundred million copies annually. Among the magazine publications for children during the Meiji era, “Boy's World” became
a renowned piece of work. However, due to the lack of exposure of the magazine and its contents in Korea, as well as the
number of Korean readers who do not know the Japanese language well, there is insufficient information provided on “Boy's
World” at the moment. Hence, this study aims to build on the Joseon image through the stories that were told in the “Boy's
World” magazine from 1895 to 1897.Since Japan-Korea annexation, the depiction of an “unhygienic” and “‘non-modern” Joseon
which was made in this period might be acting as the basic frame that led to colonial government policy later. Starting from
“Boy’s World” issue, we could find and gradually build the shape of Joseon’s map at that time. With active participation of
readers, it was clearly seen that Joseon’s illustrations were used as means of demonstrating the beauty of Japan. Moreover,
three Joseon folktales were introduced in 1895 issue of “Boy’s world”. Since the Japan-Korea annexation, it can be inferred
that the basic frame of colonial government policy stems from the depiction of an “unhygienic” and “non-modern” Joseon as
told through three Joseon folktales in the 1895 magazine issue of “Boy's World.” Moreover, 29 years prior to the publication
of the first “Joseon Folktales Collection,” these three folktales were written in Japanese by Japanese people, and were the first
Joseon works ever introduced in the magazine. Hence, these stories are truly valuable.





