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A Study on “Inazuma” by Fumiko Hayashi
—With a Special Reference to Seiko’s Internal Conflict -

Being suffered from a cleft lip and palate, Seiko graduated from a girls’ high school and went to work as a telephone operator.
She was proud of her self, because she had a highest education among her family members. However, it was owned by only
herself. She realized that they looked at her as a disabled when they asked her to marry Tsukichi who satisfied her older sisters
both financially and sexually.

After that, she left home and moved to Okubo. In the place, there was an illusion world, which was created by her neibour,
Kunimune’s piano. In addition, he treated her as an ordinary person and it brought her a spiritual freedom which she had never
experienced. One day, as Kunimune told her she had good eyes, she started feeling that her mother, Osei was miserable, even
though Seiko blamed her mother because her father was different from her sisters.

Later she found something similar to hers into one of her older sisters, Nuiko who she hated the most and felt solidarity
as a family member. Finally, Seiko found out that all the suffers from her family were caused by her internal conflict.





