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Comparative study on the aspect of existentialism reflected in postwar novels in
Korea and Japan
- Based on the characters who appear in the Japanese novel "No Longer Humany by
Osamu Dazai (X575) and the Korean novel "Poem of John; Yong-hak Jang -

"No Longer Humanj, the Osamu Dazai(X5E/5)’s last novel, features his autobiographical perspective strongly incorporated
in it and existential aspects interlinked with postwar circumstances. Despite the difference between the World War 2 and the
Korean War, existential aspects reflected in Korea novels in 1950s reveal such issues as existential anxiety, loneliness and resistance
under the unreasonable reality of wars and postwar societies. "Poem of Johny is one of the most iconic pieces of literature
in that era.

A person named ‘Yojo’ in "No Longer Human; can neither be explained in a reasonable manner nor understood based on
common sense. He was nothing but a “loser” in a closed society of the time. However, Yojo reflects Osamu Dazai’s sense
of identity. When it comes to a postwar victim who suffers intense feeling of alienation and lost hope faced with harsh reality,
Nuhye in "Poem of John, is no different. The visuospatial conditions of the Korean War and a POW camp that are characterized
by irrationality, violence and barbarism reveal intrinsic irrationalities of humans. Overcoming the history marred by collective
violence and irrationalities and a pursuit of existential freedom as individuals are the main theme of this novel. Yojo dreams
of becoming a painter who paints goblins but fails to realize it due to the opposition of his father and the irrationality of
reality. Escaping from his father is something overwhelming that instigates a strong sense of guilt but the existential
self-consciousness forces him to torture himself with alcohol and drug and tries shake off the guilt through suicide. The suicide
of Nuhye carries a lot more active meaning than that as it resulted from his voluntary intention to sacrifice freedom granted
to him in an attempt not to escape but to find the true meaning of earnest existence.

It is, of course, not rational to generalize existential aspects reflected in postwar literature of Korea and Japan through the
literary works of these two authors but it is worth noting that these literary works revealed a common contemporary issue
of questioning the self existence of intellectuals against the backdrop of the harsh reality.





