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A Consideration on Japanese Temporal Nouns
- Focusing on “YORU -

This study has extracted Japanese temporal nouns that contain the Chinese character of ‘#(YORU=night)’ from Japanese
Language Dictionary Vols. 1~13, then they were classified by their temporal nature for the purpose of our analysis.

The results show that “the temporal nouns indicating the time zone which includes the point of utterance” are nine;; “those
indicating the time zone before the point of utterance” are eleven; “The temporal nouns indicating the time zone that includes
the indefinite time” are ten; “those indicating the time zone before the indefinite time” are three; and “those indicating the
time zone after the indefinite time” are seven. And, “cyclical form of the temporal nouns” are 134; “those indicating the time
amount during the continuance of situation” are 45; and “those representing determinative time” are 87.

There are temporal nouns such as “kyuya” or “futashichiya”, which consist of the Chinese character “YORU”, but they do
not have meaning of ‘night’. The temporal nouns such as “shoya” and “soya” have three temporal characteristics in one noun.
Furthermore, the study has found that there are many temporal nouns whose conveyed meaning was different depending on
the era in which they were used.





