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Does Myokonin only adapt to the established system?
—Functional analysis of 18th wish of Amida Nyorai —

Myokonin is an earnest believer of the Jodo Shin sect of Buddhism who believes teaching of the Buddhism and practices
it in their life. How was Myokonin born? Answering to this question is the first problem of this paper. As well known, the
18th wish that written in sacred book Kanmuryojyukyo has been influenced to the birth of Myokonin. I understand this 18th
wish as a Buddhist version of “prophecy of universal salvation.” So I try to explain this birth of Myokonin by using sociological
term ‘self-fulfiling prophecy’ of Robert K. Merton.

Birth of Myokonin could be explain by ‘manifest function’ of 18th wish. On the contrary what is the ‘latent function” of
18th wish? In other words, what kind of internal character does Myokonin have? this is the second problem. I think it is a
passive ‘\7272< (Given)’ mind. We can easily see in modern Japanese many phrases such as ‘v /=72 7 (Let’s eat)’ or
‘SHTCUV7Z< (Let me do it).” The passiveness mind of Myokonin would reflected in these words.

Be based on the above argument, I want to solve the third problem. It is an ultimate problem whether Myokonin has a
power to change society or not. To solve the problem, it is convenient to use another concept of the functionalism sociology,
“disfunction.’

There is no dought that Myokonin has a extremely passive character.

The manner of Myokonin does not change in case for his family or for any influential person. In this sense, Myokonin does
not seem to have a power of social reformation. But Myokonin practice the teaching of the Amida Nyorai more honest than
anyone else. The person who knows Myokonin cannot but recognize it, even though priest or influential person. On the contrary,
Priests and influential people are often influenced by Myokonin. It is truly ‘disfunction’ of the 18th wish.

As above, it is partial understanding to see Myokonin as a conservative of the established order. In conclude we could find
in Myokonin’s way of life, power of social change.





