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After Postmodernism
- From the “Visible World” to the “Invisible World” -

Hayasawa, Masato

In this paper, I investigate the postmodernism in Japan, considering both its status from the 1980s to the present and what
may be referred to as a coming post- postmodernism rooted in an anticipated fourth industrial revolution. In Japan, a key feature
of “modernity” was the inculcation of a common purpose among the citizenry, such as building a “Rich Country, Strong Army,”
as the slogan put it, or economic growth, this goal was more or less achieved in the 1980s when 200 Yen surpassed the value
of one US dollar. The achievement of this goal can be understood as the “maturation” of Japan into a so-called modern state.
However, at the same time, it also meant the loss of a national goal. This resulted in the fracturing of the people into different
groups and a related process whereby various values and methods of organization were relativized or dismantled. For example,
if you look at the Japanese online bulletin board “2channel,” you can see that the truth has been decentralized like a mosaic,
with various people arguing whether certain facts are true. This is related to the flood of international fake news embodied
by the new word “post-truth.” However, the relativistic values and confusion associated with a Post-modern condition may be
overcome in the future by Al and IT realizing “automation.” This is because a large amount of information may be evaluated
by Al or similar programs to obtain optimal solutions.





