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Modern Space Formation and Consumption as Modern Sport in Sumo

Japanese Sumo has long history. Its character is varied every period as much as having long history. This study examined
the process that Sumo emerged as modern sport in the 1910s-1930s with a concept called space and consumption. The space
in this study is not what designates physical space, but is what was expanded with being implied a social and cultural meaning.
The main agent in consumption includes the spectator and the national system of pointing to militarism. What becomes the
prototype in modern Sumo is Sumo game, which had been periodically performed in Ekoin in the late Edo period. The operating
system of game rule in Honbasyo and Jungyo, which is provincial tour game, come to have system at this time. Also, it was
made even Sumokaiso, which is organization of operating Sumo game and managing Rikishi(s). Sumo in modern times was
operated focusing on Sumokaiso with being controlled by the ruling class even if being a group of aiming at its performance.
The Rikishi(s) in those days had artistic aspect, too.

In the modernization that was begun along with opening door, even the Sumo circles were demanded a change. The physical
space was changed from temporary structure to permanent hall in concrete building. At the same time, it enacted rules in line
with permanent hall and requested even the executives in the Sumo circles and the Rikishi(s) to have qualification as a player
of pointing to victory by sword with removing personality in entertainer.

Spectators, who watch Honbasyo and Jungyo, became the main agent of consumption while making positive demand as fan
to the game operation and Rikishi(s). Jungyo allowed spectators to feel special pleasure, not daily life, while watching a game
of popular Rikishi(s). The state under the Emperor System, namely, the government of pointing to militarism, had ever consumed
these popular entertainment and amusement as political tool. It used it as national physical exercise for making strong soldier
in a war footing, and also applied positively so that successive victories of Rikishi like Hutabayama can be recognized as the
winning streak of the Japanese army.

In modernization of Sumo, there was a change in physical space called permanent hall, above all. Even in the position of
audience, which is the main agent of consumption, it was recognized as positive, individual, and direct fun. It could be known
that the government power can be intervened in sports by which even national system uses Sumo in the situation of militarism.





