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A Study on the Role of Sogo Shosha in Japanese ODA

The government of Japan has been provided to developing countries the ODA funds in the political and diplomatic purposes,
but has actually been granted for its economic purposes. The government of Japan has been donating the ODA funds to developing
countries by linking imports, exports and overseas direct investments of Japanese firms. One cabinet office, 12 ministries and
agencies are involved in ODA as a organizer of ODA. Ministry of Foreign Affairs organize and adjust the ODA policy in
close cooperation with relevant ministries and agencies. The Japan International Cooperation Agency(JICA) is responsible for
its role as overall ODA’s implementing agency like as JICA actually provides bilateral aid in the form of Technical Cooperation,
ODA Loans and Grant Aid. However substantially Sogo shosha(general trading firm) dig out ODA projects to propose to the
government and has played a most important role in promoting ODA projects in the history of the Japanese ODA. But We
can not find the study of the role and contribution of Sogo shosha associated with the conduct of the Japanese ODA. Therefore,
in this paper we analyze the role of Sogo shosha in order to derive political suggest points for South Korea in the implementation
process of the Japanese ODA.
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