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A Study on the Comparison of Oe Kenzaburo and Lee Cheong-jun’s Initial Novels
—Focused on the new post-war generations’ sense of generation and

consciousness of reality in Korea and Japan -

This study intends to examine Oe and Lee Cheong-jun’s thematic consciousness of their initial novels dividing it largely
into two parts. The first is the aspects of their sense of generation as a new post-war generation separately in Japan and Korea,
and the second is their criticism on reality based on that introspection.

In Japan, the time that the subjects of post-war literature changed newly and new post-war novels appeared as the novelists’
self-alteration and new authors’ emergence were harmonized is after the mid-1950’s. And in Korea, too, it was about the early
1960°s, that is, 10 years after the Korean War ended. Both Oe and Lee Cheong-jun were the leading authors in the generation
proceeding from post-war literature to the novels with new trends. The start of their literature was recognizing the difference
of generation from the previous post-war generation and also finding their own generation’s identity with it.

Regarding the themes of their initial novels, not only they tried to find their own generation’s identity, but they did show
criticism on reality as an exile or critical outsider. It is shown as inquiries on the aspects of what devices produced and accepted
the hierarchical order of the center and circumference or majority and minority. And this is embodied as consideration on the
closeness manifested as either confinement or exclusion. Oe and Lee Cheong-jun criticize how closed society’s power system
produces subordinate and pliable subjects with the mechanism of production of subjects.

Within the criticism on the identity internalized and conventionalized by the previous power that intended to fix subjectivation
through majeur common notion towards the direction corresponding to the social order or ruling power, Oe and Lee Cheong-jun
express the possibility and pursuit to new subjectivation. By forming the bond of sympathy among the individuals of alienated
minority, pursuing new interpersonal relations, and furthermore, groping for new subjectivation through that, Oc and Lee Cheong-jun
show the necessity and possibility of overcoming the oppressive and uniform, closed society.





