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19th Century Japan’s External Crisis and Its Ideological Response
- Focusing on the “Shinron(New Theses)” of Aizawa Yasushi —

Lee, Ho-Yun

For East Asia, the 19th century was a period when the world view based on Sino-centric “Tienhsia(’X ) World Order’ was
disintegrated and it was incorporated into the ‘Modern World System’ forcibly due to the “Western encroachment on Asia’.
This sense of crisis and rapid change of the world view caused by the ‘Western encroachment on Asia’ had a significant effect
on the thought of East Asian intellectuals of the time. And as an ideological trend to counter and overcome this crisis, the
later Mito (7KJ7) school appeared in Tokugawa Japan. The later Mito learning or study (7K/5E2%), which started with the compilation
of Dainihon-shi (}XHZH; The History of Great Japan) at Mito Han(#%), was a new thought that appeared as one of the
trends to overcome this national crisis during the late Tokugawa period. And Shinron (¥T7) of Aizawa Yasushi (€/75%75),
which was the representative book of the later Mito ideology and had the great influence on young Sonno Joi (Revere the
Emperor, expel the barbarians) advocates during the late Tokugawa period, became the ideological backbone of the Imperial
state that was created after Meiji Restoration by emphasizing ‘kokutai® (%) or the fundamental character of the Japanese
state. However, the idea of Aizawa was based on Confucianism and presuppositions of Bakuhan(¥%7%) style lord-vassal relationship,
so it demanded direct allegiance to one’s lord and did not require allegiance to the Emperor. The ‘kokutai’ ideology that Aizawa
mentioned was the logic that fulfilling loyalty to one’s direct superior was ultimately loyalty to the Emperor. This was to envision
a ritual system that peaked at the Emperor and to attract the public sentiment which might lean toward Western Christian forces
in order to stabilize the existing system.

For Aizawa, the most important thing in responding to the external crisis was to unify the public sentiment, and as the
concrete method to gather the public sentiment, he was suggesting ‘enlightening government’ that was based on educating people
on the ‘congruity of ritual, government, and education’. This idea of Aizawa Yasushi did not have a big impact in the 19th
century, but it constituted the origin of the ‘discourse on nation state’ of modern Japan as it was absorbed by the Imperial
system and ‘kokutai’ ideology when Japanese leaders wanted to overcome the national crisis by creating the state shintoism
and the ‘Emperor myth of the uninterrupted Imperial family’ of the Meiji state.





