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Explorations into Zainichi Koreans—published Newspaper Editorials
during the U.S. Military Governance of Japan

Yi, Hang-Hwa -Lee, Gyeong-Gyu

Koreans who still remained in Japan amid chaos after the end of the Second World War felt desperate to form organizations
representative of themselves. The main reason behind the formation of such organizations was that zainichi Koreans needed
them through which their own political and economic interests could be advocated and protected as one of the ethnic minority
groups in Japan, given the circumstance that they could not afford to return to their homeland even after the liberation in 1945.
Of them, the most influential zainichi Koreans-led organizations in Japan included, first, the leftist Chongryun (the General
Association of Korean Residents in Japan) and, second, the rightist Mindan (the Korean Residents Union in Japan). Following
the division of Korea into two politically disparate independent governments being established in the democratic South and
the communist North, respectively, the zainichi Korean community in Japan — all having long been closely bound up with the
shared sentiment of having the same ethnic roots as Korean — began to become gradually polarized, leading these two leading
zainichi organizations to become more and more hostile to each other as a result.

Korea in the postwar period has been in turmoil in the light of a severe confrontation between the left and the right over
a trusteeship of Korea under the divided occupancy of the U.S. and Soviet military governments. Under this sociopolitically
tumultuous circumstance, on August 15, 1948, an independent Republic of Korea was established on the U.S.-occupied southern
half of the Korean Peninsula;consequently,forzainichi Koreans this meant the creation of two separate homelands. In this context,
this research thus explores questions like how zainichi Koreans have endeavored to understand their own realities in Japan at
that time and the ones in their respective homelands, how critically they have seen and problematized the situations, and so
forth, by examining editorials featured in three politico-ideologically disparate ones — The Minsyu-shimbun (F&=ET#), Choryun
Jungangshibo (FfHFefEFH), and The Bungkyo-Shimbung (3CZ4GHf) — selected out of zainichi Koreans-published newspapers
at that time.





