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A comparison of Japanese passive expressions and Korean expressions

- Through the contrast of Japanese and Korean expressions in translated fiction —

Although there is a form that corresponds to the "passive" both in Korean and Japanese, it is difficult for even advanced
learners to use the appropriate passive expression where they should use it.

It is said in situations that Japanese use passive expressions, Korean often use the active voice. Even when narrative content
is the same, Japanese native speakers would feel it differently.

In order to clarify the pragmatic differences of both languages, I compared the Japanese and Korean expressions, which correspond
to Japanese translation of “reru’ and ‘“rareru’.

A result, I found out that in more than half situations we Japanese use the passive expressions, Korean use active expressions.
Also, Japanese language has a high frequency of use of passive expressions compared to Korean language.

Between the passive and active, there is a clear difference, such as the following. In the passive sentence, responsibility is
directed to the person who receives the behavior, and in the active sentence, responsibility is directed to those who do the
behavior.

By passive expressions we Japanese try to avoid friction and conflict. Japanese speakers show politeness, by using the way
to attract the thing to themselves, and try to maintain a smooth relationship.





