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The theory of the Deep River by Endo Shusaku
- The entrusted to Mitsuko in the course of journey -

In this essay, I have focused on the role played by one of the protagonists, Mitsuko Naruse, in Shusaku Endo’s novel Deep
River (Fukai Kawa). Deep River traces the journey of a group of Japanese tourists on a tour to India. Mitsuko’s sense of
self-transformation and improvement through the journey to India is unique among the female protagonists in Endo’s work.
Her internal transformation becomes manifest during her physical journey in India, and I have examined what Mitsuko is given
in the three periods of her internal journey: the preparatory period, the transitional period and materiality period. In the final
analysis, Endo’s obsessiveness with maternal affection has provided Mitsuko with a maternal role, surrounding the universe
with her affection, superbly realized through the situation of the journey to India.





