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Women relief of Dateyama

Nunobasikanjoe is Buddhist ceremony held in the age of Edo. On the stage of Yeommadang, Nunobasi, Ubadang located
in Dateyamamachi Asicuraji, women wearing white shroud first hold Buddhist mass of compunction in Yeommadang and come
out and they wear eye patch to cross Nunobasi in order to purge their crime. If they are given Hyulbunkyung and Hyulmaek
in Ubadang, the symbol of pure land, they are newly born again. This is the ceremony of relief of woman(Wangsaeng) to
go to pure land after death. After being abolished by Buddhism separation policy of Meiji Government and reproduced in 1996
after 130 years, Nunobasikanjoe has been regularly performed since 2005, completing the Sthanniversaxyatpresent.

As the reproduced Nunobasikanjoe is jointly held by Dateyamamachi and North Japan Newspaper, it shows strong character
of renaissance of village. Although it elevated the pride of village as it is widely known, winning diverse prizes, the actual
profit is not so large to the inhabitants of Asicuraji who are not the organizers, because it is held in every 3 years. Tradition
should be inevitably transformed to be accepted by modern men. It becomes a showy event by highlighting the image of event
and tourist goods. In contents, women taboo, women’s inability to be Buddha, women relief (Wangsaeng) shown in the sense
of Nunobasikanjoe in history is excluded as it does not fit modern men sense of value. Irrespective of gender, mental healing
of modern men is packed.

By reproducing Nunobasikanjoe of Asicuraji, the light & darkness and tradition of village renaissance remains a form and
the contents are transformed to the interest of modern men, implying the ceremony itself is born again. We have to think what
tradition means to modern men in the age when senses of value is changed and what we should succeed.





